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To the Chairman and Members of the 
GELLIGAER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 
I beg to present my Report for the year 1960. 


The Report is prepared on lines indicated in Circular 1/61 Wales 
of the Welsh Board of Health. 


The Estimated Population has increased by 10. In my Report for 
1959, I commented that the populations of the County of Glamorgan, and of 
Caerphilly Urban District, were increasing annually, while the population 
of Gelligaer was remaining the same. This trend is seen in 1960. This 
feature of our population is reflected, I believe, in the number of births 
occurring in 1960. It will be noted that the number is less than in any 
year since the beginning of the century. In 1959, there was a drift of 
population, especially of the younger folk, away from the Area. The 
attraction of congenial remunerative employment, and a home, inspired many 
families to move out of Gelligaer,. This trend was not so apparent in 1960. 
In view of the probable large scale employment available near Cardiff and 
Newport, many enquiries are being received by the Council's Housing Manager, 
Mr. George Williams. These enquiries regarding houses are from one-time 
residents of Gelligaer. It would seem that if houses were freely available, 
many would returne 


As judged by the Table of Vital Statistics, the health of the 
Community is fairly satisfactory, although the number of deaths in the age 
groups between 1 and 65 increased. There is no increase in any of the main 
causes of deathy and the number of deaths in the " over 65'"' group was less. 
The number of deaths in males declined by 40 , while the number jy females 
increased by 60. 


Infant Mortality was high in 1960. I comment on page 8 that Gelligaer 
is a black spot in 1960. 


For yet another year, the Area was free from outbreaks of Infectious 
Disease. Thirty new cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis were notified during 
the year. In 1956, there was a sharp and welcome decline in the incidence of 
this infectious lung disease, but since that year, the annual incidence is 
40 cases or slightly more. larly and effective treatment is now readily 
available 3; diagnostic facilities are readily and easily obtainable, To 
find this disease continuing in our midst is very disappointing. 
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In my Report for 1959, I commented that deaths from Heart and Circulatory 
Diseases, and Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System had increased from 166 
in 1958 to 212 in 1959. In 1960, there were 211 deaths from these causes. 


In the Section on Housing, the quickened tempo promised in 1959 was not 
realised in 1960. The Slum Clearance programme in Pontlottyn is very slow, 
and is causing hardship in that houses included in the Clearance Scheme are 
receiving minimal repairs. 


In my report on Public Water Supply, I comment on the unsatisfactory 
physical character of the supply to Bargoed during the year. 


The sewage of the Rhymey Valley runs into the trunk sewer maintained 
by the Rhymney Valley Sewerage Board. In 1954, a new sewer was laid to take 
sewage from Bedlinog to Trelewis and then to a Disposal Plant in the Merthyr 
Borough. In January 1956 a landslide demolished this Sewer. Because of 
continued slightmovement in the area, the relaying of this sewer has had to 
be deferred. The Council has now engaged consulting engineers to examine and 
advise on the project. 


I include a report on the Bedlinog Tip Fire. The emission of carbon- 
monoxide gave rise to atmospheric pollution which would have been highly 
dangerous, but for remedial measures undertaken. The technical assistance 
given by the Officers of the National Coal Board and the Wales Gas Board 
is gratefully acknowledged. 


The Public Health Inspectors have continued their effate to promote the 
hygienic handling of food. The empty milk bottle remains a problem, as 
Senior Public Health Inspector Thomas comments in his Report. 


During the year, the Council built a Sports Arena in Bargoed Park. The 
Arena was formally opened on September 24th. The Council, and the Baths and 
Parks Committee, under the Chairmanship of Councillor Ken. Turner, are to 
be congratulated on providing such a magnificent running track in the 
Rhymney Valley. The Rhymney Valley, once renowned for its Choirs and its 
Cymanfa Ganu, will earn a new fame because of its fleet-footed athletes. 


I wish again to thank the Members of the Council and the Officers 
for help and encouragement during the years 
I an, 
Yours faithfully, 
VW. BOWEN OWEN 


Medical Officer of Health 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 with funding from 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28844610 
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CHIEF OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL 


Clerk of the Council - D. W. C. Morgan, L1.B, 

Treasurer and Accountant - W. Hicks, F.I.M.T.A., F.S.AA. 
Engineer and Surveyor - W. T. Luke, BoSc., AM.IsC.H. 

Housing Manager - G. Licyd Williams,A.R.S.H.,M.F.B.Cert. 
Omnibus Manager ~ W. H. Collins 


PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF 


Medical Officer of Health a - We Bowen Owen,JePey BeScey 


MeReC.S.,LeReCoPe, DePeHs 


Senior Public Health Inspector - T. Pe. Thomas -, A.R.S.H., 
Cert. Meat Inspector R.S.H. 


District Public Health Inspector - E. G. Rawlings, A.R.S.H., 
Cert. Meat Inspector R.S.H. 

Rodent @fficer ~ T, J. Morris 

Clerical Staff = L. Chilton 


GELLIGAER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Population - 46, 210 

Total Acreage - 6, Vye 

Rateable Value - £ 242,395 

Product of ld. - £ 943 
rate 
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| ESTIMATED 


| POPULATION 


' 1960 


| England and Wales | 


| Administrative County | 747,490 
. Urban Districts | 535,200 
| Rural Districts i 212,290 


| Health Constituent 

| Division Diatriots { 
‘Aberdare & Aberdare U.! 39,450 
_ Mountain Ash Mt.Ash Urban 30,390 


Ogmore & Garw21,920 
Porthcawl Uj} 10,650 
0) 


\Gelligaer __Gelligaer U, 36,210 
Fee =a Bridgend 0. 17,800 
| Claman Maesteg U. | 22,510 


Penybont R.} 38 
; Neath & | Neath MB. 31,060 
i Distr Neath Rural 41,540 
| Pontypidd& Pontypridd 0.37, 24C 


| Idantri sant Liantrisanti R.26, 290 
| Port Talbot &PortTalbotMB. 48.840 


Glyncorrwg U. 10,040 


t Clyncorrwe 


| South Barry M.eB. ; 42,520 
| Bast Cardiff R. | 43,5C0 
| Glamorgan Cowbridge MB. 990 
| 


Cowbridge R. 18,840 
Penarth U. i 19,5C0 
Gower Rural: 12,1-.0 
Lilwehwr U. | 25, 65C 
Fontardawe R.31,450 


Caerphilly .&-Caerphilly 0.38,010. .. 
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GLAMORGAN ( ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY) VITAL STATISTICS 7960 
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Number | Rate per 1,000 
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Births | Crude Adjusted 
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| BIRTHS DEATHS INFANT MORTALITY NEO NATAL MORTACTY 


Deaths |Rate per 
under !1,000 
4 weeks jlive births 
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LIVE BIRTHS 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 


STILL- BIRTHS 
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Illegitimate 
Total 
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36,210 
TOTAL MALE 
585 209 


20 11 
605 290 
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708 
631 
629 
664 
644 
672 
644 
667 
647 
648 
605 


the following figures 
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INFANTILE MORTALITY 


THE CAUSES OF DEATH IN 1960 are tabulated below :- 
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| we t day i Atalectasis 1 | Anencephaly | 
| | 1 Haemolytic disease 
a Heart failure | 
| | 2 | Atalectasis 
| 1 | Asphyxia Neonatourum| 
ies. 2): days | ail | Birth abnormalities | - | | 
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5 ” days } ~- 1 xe | 
| 6 = 7 days — 1 | Atalectasis 
mt = 2 weeks nee 1 | Pneumonia | 
| ee 1 | Atalectasis | 
| 2 = 3 weeks lana | ~ | 
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INFANTILE MORTALITY Page 8 


TOTAL Male Female 
Deaths of Infants under one year ~ 26 ike) 16 
Legitimate te 9 16 
Illegitimate - al ae - 


As shown in the Table of Vital Statistics, the Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 
live births in England and Wales in 1960 was 21.7 ( 22.0 in 1959) 

in the Administrative County was 2949 ( 2813 in 1959 

in the Gelligaer Area it was 42.98 ( 27678 in 1959 


Of the 26 deaths, 15 occurred in the first month of life, 13 of these infants 
failing to survive 1 week. 


There were 15 still-births during the ‘Year. 


I append a Table showing the Infantile Mortality Rate in Gelligaer during the 
past ten years i= 


1951 = 28 . 53 
1952 = 31 . 80 
1S - Zl ee} 
Tg D4 - Ae 05 
1D) = Ae tg elt 
1956 - MS ail 
LS T| - Be a) OS 
1958 = Baus. 82 
US) - et « [a 
1960 = APs 96 


The actual increase in Infant Deaths is from 18 in 1959 to 24 in 1960. As in 
previous years, a number of infants fail to survive the first four weeks of life. 
Nationally, Infant Mortality continues to improve steadily. Glamorgan lags behind, 
while Gelligaer is a blackspot in 1960. 


The Council's contribution to improving the health and welfare of expectant mothers 
and young infants is best made in Housing. In the report on Housing, it is seen 
that there are 606 small families who are sub-tenants. From my own observations, 

a large number of young married people live and rear children in very cramped living 
quarters. It may well be that if the young folk enjoyed freedom of space 

and freedom from the irritation of inadequate living accomm.ation, then 

things would be better 
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Page 9 
DEA TAS 


Deaths during the Year numbered 411 = Males 182 3; Females 229 


1951 = 482 
1952 - 433 
1953 = 389 
1954 = 437 
1955 : 449 
1956 - 422 
1957 . 405 
1958 - 384 
1959 7 390 
1960 2 all 


MATERNAL DEATHS 


There were two Deaths in which Pregnancy was a factor. 


In considering the Registrar General's Returns, there are points of interest, 
Following is a Table showing the number of Deaths in each of three age groups 


for the past ten years. 


In considering the age at Death, it is interesting 


to note how many people live beyond the allotted span of three score years 


and ten. 


AGE AT DEATH MALE | FEMALE 


65 - 69 years | 28 | 14 
70 = 7A years | Al 28 

| foe oyears | 29 | Zit 
_ 80 - 89 years | 36002~«} SQ ! 
: 90 and over 2 7 


A comparison of age at Death for the past ten years is show ?- 


1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 


No. occurring before 

the age of one year 18 ZO Ou eo aas Sak. 22 as) Jule! 
No. occurring between 

one and 65 years 195 9 AAA IAS TAA 355 1359 $136 121 104 
No. occurring upwards y 

of 65 years pil = 269) -(223. (264 281. 252 247 245 268 


1960 
26 


130 
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GhaceuO, e 
DEATHS FROM CANCER 


The number of Deaths from all forms of Cancer was 62. 


1951 - 60 
1952 - 64 
1953 - 54 
1954 - 57 
1955 - 52 
1956 e 68 
1957 - 43 
1958 - 64 
1959 = 66 
1960 - 62 


CANCER OF THE LUNG 


UG IAL = a% - 11 males, 2 females 
1952 - 6 - all males, | 
MD) - 4 - 3 males, 1 female 
yl ~ 3 - all males 

1955 - alia: - all males 

1956 - fu -~ .7 males, 4 females 
LOD - aa - all males 

1958 - 8 - all males 

1959 - 9 - 8 meles, 1 female 
1960 - a! - 7 males, 4 females, 


Deaths from Violent Csnses, other. than those below mentioned, occurred in 4 cases. 


Aecidents in the home caused 11 Leaths 
Accidents at Work caused 3 Deaths 
Motor Vehicle accidents caused 4 Deaths. 
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_CAUSE OF DEATH 


The Chief Causes of Death were as follows :- 
Male Female Total 


Deaths from Heart and Circulatory Disease so. «ses «ee 84 65 149 
Bete ero Cancer fee ese. lees wee wae ees ese 32 30 62 
Deaths from Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System eco 24 25 A9 
Deaths from Measles eee eee coe eee eee eee - - = 
Deaths from Bronchitis eee eve eee e086 00 eso 20 2 22 
Deaths from Whooping Cough aiale wists! Belne | “ats ‘sas - _— - 
Deaths from Diarrhoea, Gastritis and Enteritis ee eve - 1 ni 
Deaths from Tuberculosis of the Respiratory System coe 5 - 5 
Deaths from other forms of Tuberculosis eee coe eee 1 ~ ale 
esis trom Motor Vehicle Accidents «see ees vee eve 3 al 4 
Deaths from Poliomyelitis owe See) See see, ose - - - 
Deaths from Influenza coe eee ec0 eee eee 1 g) 4 
Deaths from Pneumonia sito) eieae eee)! “elvis | Vee 2 y) ale 
Deaths from other diseases of the Respiratory System eee 11 ~ etal 
Deaths from Violent Causes eee eco ese eee eve 2 2 4 
THUS :- 1959 1960 
Deaths from Heart and Circulatory Diseases one ASE 149 
Deaths from Cancer el | canter aaiw’ |) “eee 66 62 
Deaths from Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System 61 49 
Deaths from Bronchitis S16 Mile) RA IR eek iwi 40 22 
Deaths from Violent Causes Sag) eee woe “eee 8 4 

are the chief causes of Mortality. 

Coronary Disease is a diseasewhich continues to be prominente . During 1960, 


46 males and 24 females died from this condition. 


hs 


“1L™ 


stneatnosg od of aetattaoe doliweasosth & ie 


4 s 
see altiant cf Hise attiniest ‘ “wiay 


votoyS yvrotetiqeal sdf to ovnconth 


4 i BUA 
a it : oe rftaedl to- 
. y - mt a oy 
“ne ene IGEOaL wo7alvo wr! Dae v7 oth ! 
pi AS inea 
a eee wee «re ens eos ecare! «le 
. 
woetave syovrell edt Ya saoi¢al aaivoapt 
; | 
eee eee ere see *r- oot ae 
oe 
« -" v 
evr e+ eee eee ee uty Ltore 
7 a 
“ss eer ee, eer tg008 Puy 


re 


notoyS yroletiqes® df Yo Slee bs 
wae wes’) BhGokyousde? te acragit m 
es eee ese 6GhhhODA ShOREe va 
ee) ee ee wkd t Lay 


“a7 ove ese ee = Sees 


ove or »e* tee nonusd 


eae esenoall yrotelscth) hoon # 

see een eee eee 2 

soteyé eyovrell edt to andlieal & Ts 

ose “see re ere neat Ed 

eee eee “se 7 nope? nay 
ovr kiero to * 


e~ 


saokttbhavg abit most Beth 


Page 12 


PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISKASES 


NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISHASES 


AGES DISTRIBUTION 


| 25 


65 75 and over 


451 
DISEAS*: | | 


| | 
oy ag | | | 
Scarlet Fever ae | | aes} | | I- | ss a 
| | | | be aS 
| Bo oPehionvelitis j nil | - | - i= - | =- | = -_ | -~ F | = = 
| 
Diphtheria | - - ie = ; -i- -| - |- | = = 
| | 
Acute Pneumonia 9 - x ie 1; - . 2 mel \4 lene: - 
Food Poisoning | = eer meee eal ae Taal ole a | oF he Ns y 
Sonne Dysentery - | -|- rl -|-|- s = - ws a 
Cerebro-spinal Meningitis ~ -|-=- 1| -|-|- i ales | - 5 = 
fe ae | | | 
Measles 3 ane iff | Bae ms Ve | Bee dass Sle : Bs a 
| | | 
| | { { 
| Whooping Cough omen 1 213 aie =| | -|-| - = 
| | | | | | | | 
ee ee pans taae 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


| NEW CASES | DEATHS 
AGE GROUP PULMONARY NON PULMONAR PULMONARY} NON PULMONARY 
! 


Under 1 year 
O = 4 years 
pee 9 years 


10 = 14 years | 

15 = 19 years 

20 ~ 24 years 2 
25 = 34 years | ~ 3 
35 - 44 years i 
45 - 54 years 

55 - 64 years 

65 = €9 years | 


DNS NF I SN On 
i} 


69 and over 


TOTAL | ea 9 le gel | dls 5 = ie = 


INCIDENCE AND D ATHS 


YEAR INCIDENCE DEATHS 
LOSL eo0e eve eee 38 eee eee ab5) 


ub 2 eee eee eee 44 ooe eee 9 
wI55 eeco eee eoe 34 eee eoe 10 
1954 eee eee eee 5A oee eee A, 
1955 eee eee eee Sif eco eee 8 
1956 eo0 eee eee 20) eee eee 8 
L957, ece eco eee De eee @ooe 5 
1958 eee eee eee 30 eco ooo gs 
oe eee eee ooo 35 eee eoe 4 
1960 e@oe eco ee0 40 eee eee 6 
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Prior to 1940, the only large scale prevention of Infectious Disease by 
innoculation wasvaccination against Smallpox. In 1940, Immunisation 
against Diphtheria was commenced in Gelligaer; a few years later, 
imminisation against Whooping Cough was introduced at the Welfare Clinics. 
In 1955, B.C.G. vaccination against Tuberculosis was made available by 
the Local Health Authority. In 1956, another new preventive inoculation 
was made available - vaccination against Poliomyelitis. 


DIPHTHERTA IMMUNISATION 


ial - 483 
1952 - 381 
AES) - ALT 
1954 - 524 
1955 - A474 
1956 - A81 
1957 - 269 
1958 e 205 
WSI5) - 2S 
1960 = 391 


SMALLPOX VACCINATION 


Primary Re=Vaccination 
1D = il 64 
1952 - WS 2 26 
IS) _ Lea 45 
1954 - 150 6 
1955 - 125 Pile 
USS = 124 5) 
IS)ST = 25 6 
L958 = 155 9 
1959 - HED 4 
1960 - 150 5 


WHOOPING COUGH VACCINATION 


In 1960, 348 were immunised against Whooping Cough. 
Be C. G VACCINATION 


In 1960, 346 received B.C.G. Vaccination. 
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POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION 
Dr. Revington, the Divisional Medical Officer of the Glamorgan County 
Council, is unable to give information concerning Gelligaer in 1960, but 


supplies the information concerning Caerphilly and Gelligaer Division. 


The Vaccinations carried out in the Division, and which relate to all 
persons eligible, are as follows :- 


JUS BYs) TADS 1960 
Number who received the second injection 6,659 5,886 5055 
Number who received Boosters 5,650 7,955 4,409 


I am indebted to Dr. Revington for the information concerning Vaccination 
and Immunisation. 
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HOUSING 


Mr. T. Luke, B.Sc., the Council's Surveyor and Engineer, has supplied the 
following information ?:- 


PERMANENT | TEMPORARY 
dwellings! dwellings 


BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY :- 
No. of houses completed and occupied during 1960 
No. partly completed during 1960 

No. sanctioned but not commenced 


Total number completed and occupied since 1918 


BY PRIVATE ENTERPRISE, BUILDING SOCIETIES, ETC. :- 
No. of houses completed and occupied in 1960 
No. partly completed during 1960 


No. for which plans were passed, but 
not commenced during 1960 


Mr. George Williams, A.R.S.H., the Council's Housing Manager, has supplied the 
following information t= 


Number of families rehoused in 1960 - 67 
Number of families in which Tubercujosis was a factor - 9 
Number of Old Age Pensioners rehoused - 20 


Waiting list for Council Houses at 31st. December, 1960 :-~ 


Total number of applicants - 987 
Families who are sub-tenants - 657 


Of the sub-tenants :- 


Families of man and wife and one child - 404 
Families of man and wife and two or more children - 202 


Applications from Old Age Pensioners ( sub-tenants) - 51 


In my Report for 1958, I gave details of the Council's housing activities since 1950. 
I also outlined the programme for the next few years. At the close of 1959, 

the housing needs of the Area were as great as at any time in the past ten years. 

As the figures given by lr. Iuke show, new houses built in 1960 were few. But, as 
this Report is being prepared, progress on the 120 new houses at Shingrig is 
excellent, while site works at Greenhill are so well advanced that soon there will 

be houses erected there. 
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Two disturbing features must be reported. First - the slow progress 
in the Pontlottyn Slum Clearance Schemee The work has had to be phased 
so that the one phase is cleared only when a previous phase has been 
rebuilt. The rebuilding phase is so slow that the Clearance programme 


is almost at a stand-still. 


The other anxiety is caused by the condition of the Pre ~ fabs, 
at Gelligaer. These temporary homes have outlived their indicated life, 
and are now the worse for wear. The Council has given much thought to 


this problem. 
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION! 


Measurement of pollution at Bargoed was continued during the Year. 


MONTH LINE ALL TOTAL SOLIDS 
January 6) 5 65 Ins, 39.53 tons 
February Aig SO. ROS 39.81 tons 
March oP ah Cie ANS 49.72 tons 
April Se AG EAS. 20.27 tons 
May lene Oderimais 15.44 tons 
June 2 grll-ins 11.00 tons 
July 5 4 C4bane. Sal aeopares 
August 5 a) LOudnes 16.07 tons 
September By C9 angie 13.87 tons 
October (ee Sh ase 20,11 tons 
November Way ASIsiabaels 6 41.58 tons 
December Te On ans 15,10 tons 


The i amount of dust collected in 1960 was 294.53 tons ( 361 .56 tons 
in 1959 e 


The amount of atmospheric pollution in the Urban Area, apart from Bargoed, 
is small. There are no large industrial concerns, other than Coal Mines, 

in the Area. Domestic coal is reasonably smokeless. The Electricity 
Generating Plant and the Coal Preparation Plant at Bargoed were troublesome 
during the early months of the year. Three meetings with Officers of 

the Coal Board were held during the year - one at the Power Station, one at 
the Regional Offices in Cardiff, and one at the Area Offices at Ystrad Fawr. 


At the first meeting, Members of the Authority stressed their continued concern 
about conditions prevailing at Bargoed. The Officers of the Board were glad 

to inform the Authority that defects in the Coal Preparation Plant had been 
rectified. The Board's plan to modernise boiler equipment at Bargoed was 
gradually developing. At the last meeting which was called by the Area 
General Manager, Ir. George Tomkins, B.Sc., progress of development not 

only at Bargoed, but also at Penallta was discussed. New generating 

equipment had been installed at Penallta ; some early difficulties had been 
experienced, and these were explained to the Members of the Authority. 
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PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 


Page 19 


I am indebted to Mr. W. H. James, B.Sc., A.M. Inst. C.E., Engineer to the 
Rhymney Valley Water Board, for the following report on the Public Water 


Supply in the Area 


Source 


| 


factory | limit for 
| | satis.resuly 


Rhymney Bridge 


Deri | 
Taf Fechan 


Bacteriological Examination of Water ?= 


TREATED WATER 


RAW WATER 


Satis- | Just above | Unsatig 


factor 
| 
A tenn oA £0 
| 9 | 37 
- | = ed 
6 LS ie 


eae a ea ea a ee 


MAINTENANCE OF SUPPLIES 


satis=- 


fae tomy |) dima: tor 


Just above Unsatis- 


satis result 


pa ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ae ee ee em ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee eS SS SS SS SEL LS ES 


A very satisfactory position was maintained during 1960, although, in March, 
a dry period commenced, which extended to the beginning of July and at the 
prospects of a much longer drought period. However, 


time, there wele 
afterwards, the 
no real difficulti 


ESe 


. ear proved to be the wettest in our records, and there were 


Due to the completion of the duplication of the trunk main from the Reservoir 
to the filters at Rhymney Bridge and from the Filters to Carno Rhymey,improved 
supply conditions resulted in pressures and flow, thus improving the position 
in Pontlottyn, particularly in view of the additional demand by the new 


Pontlottyn site. 


Since the continuance of adequate supplies is linked with the ability to 
obtain sufficient water from the Taf Fechan Supply Board and since in a long 
period of drought the position becomes seriously tested 
the Supply Board have now completed the first part of the high level trunk 
main duplication from Pengarnddu to Fochriw Point 2. This should be the means 


of an improved supply at Fochriw in dry weather conditions. 


I should say that 


The Supply Board 


are now proceeding with further duplication of their low level trunk main to 
their Cefn Glas tank and are about to go to contract. This will eventually 


improve 


conditions of supply to the Gelligaer and Bargoed areas, but it is 


not anticipated that the effect will be found much before the end of 1962. 
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One or two exceptional interferences of supply took place, particularly 

one which was -*“sed by a blow-out on the Taf Fechan trunk at Trelewis during 
the end of July, causing fairly widespread cessation of supplies in 

the southern districts, and troublesome breakages of main by contractors! 
heavy lorries have been experienced at Fochriw. 


WORKS CARRIED OUT BY THE BOARD IN 1960 


The preparatory work for the Gilfach Fargoed Service reservoir was completed, 

the site established and partial purchase, trial holes taken out and all 

contract documents, including drawings prepared for both the reservoir and the 

18" trunk pipeline from Gelligaer and the new outline pipelines to Bargoed 

and Pengame Delay is taking place because the actual reservoir site has to be the 
subject of a compulsory purchase order. 


At Pontlottyn, renewals of mains took place in liaison with the slum clearance 
activity. Incidental housing development was taken care of, including a 
comparatively large site at the Walk, Ystrad Mynach. In regard to the 
Council's own housing development, most of the mains were laid for the Shingrig 
Housing Site, including the provision for a new connection to the trunk main. 
The first stage arrangements for the proposed large Greenhill site were also 
made 


As is reported by Mr. W. H. James, the Engineer to the Water Board, the public 
water supply to the area was satisfactory throughout the year. The damage 

to the Taf Fechan Trunk main at Trelewis causes a complete failure of supply, 
but the damage was repaired with great speed. 


The physical character of the water supply to Bargoed was very unsatisfactory 
during the year. Bacteriologically, the water was satisfactory, but _ 

owing to overloading of inefficient filters at Rhymney Bridge, the water 
contained sand and suspended matter. Quite recently, an improvement has been 
affected. Occasionally, complaints are received of the unsatisfactory 
physical characteristics of the Deri supply. Deri is supplied from a 

local reservoir, and it would appear that some of the service mains need 
frequent cleansing, 
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SWIMMING POOL 


owe ee OM eee ee ee 


The Council provides a large, open air swimming pool in the Park at 
Bargoed. Every year it is in operation from May to September. Being 

an open air pool, attendance is much affected by the weather. The 

summer of 1960 was neither warm nor sunny, and the crowds were not attracted 
to the ¢wimming pool. 


The pool is filled from the Public Water Supply, and also "topped up" from 
the mains. 


For the safety of bathers, it is necessary that adequate chlorination and a 
high degree of clarity of the water are always present. Both features 
were satisfactorily provided during the year. 


In my Report for 1959, I stated that it was proposed to instal an 
Automatic Recorder of Chlorination at the pool. Owing to unforeseen 
delays, this was not done in 1960. This will show the chlorine 
concentration in the water at all times while the pool is being used. 


Developments in water purification now make available apparatus which 
automatically feeds into the water chlorine and other chemicals according 
to demand. This type of equipment is highly desirable, ensuring the 
purity of the water at peak loading - that is, when the swimming pool 

is crowded with bathers. I am sure the Council will wish to consider 
the advantages of this equipment, 
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BEDLINOG TIP FIRE 


It had been noted for several months that a tip composed of boiler 
ash, filling 2 deep valley near High Street and Mary Street,was on fire. 
Many such fires have occurred in this country of coal tips before, but 
this tip fire was being watched rather closely because the area adjoining the 
Wales Gas Board pumping station ( which had been built on the edge of the 
tip) was becoming increasingly hot. 


On Sunday, December 4th., the Council's Surveyor, Mr. T. Luke, was informed 
that people working in a small Chapel in Mary Street had collapsed. Mr. 
Luke and I went to Bedlinog, where we were assisted by Mr. L. L. Kleist 
of the Wales Gas Board. Fortunately, Mr. Kleist had with him 
equipment for the detection of carbon - monoxide. 
It was soon established that carbon-monoxide 
in dangerous concentration was present in the Chapel. As the gas supply to 
the Chapel had already been cut off, it was considered that the carbon- 
monoxide was coming from the burning tip. It was recommended that no 
Services be held in the Chapel until it was considered safe to do S0d« 


A quick survey of the tip and adjoining houses revealed that carbon- 
monoxide in small quantities was present in a number of houses. During 
the following days, more thorough examination showed that a considerable 
amount of carbon=-monoxide was being generated in the tip - that some of it 
was finding its way into nearby houses, and it was being detected in the 
sewers serving houses in Mary Street and George Street. 


It was found that the Chapel was built on the tip, while the sewer from 
some of the affected houses ran along the edge of the tip. Confirmation that the 
gas criginated in the tip was obtained through the kindness of the National 
Coal Board, who readily made available the comprehensive facilities for gas 
analysis at the Tredc'.n Laboratories. 


The first remedial measure was to isolate the tip from the Chapel and the 
sewer - by digging a trench through the tip material until soil level was 
reached, and to ventilate the sewer by leaving all manholes partly uncovered. 
This measure was successful, in that no further gas entered the Chapel, houses or' 
sewer through the ground. 


At the end of December, the tip fire was spreading, small amounts of 
carbon=-monoxide were detected in the houses, but there were no further high 
concentrations discovered. At the same time, smell from the tip, especially 
during the very rainy weather experienced, was most obnoxiouSe 


Further measures to deal with the nuisance were being examined, because 
it was by wo means easy to ascertain what should be done, and, indeed, what 
could be done. It was obvious that there was no easy solution to this problem; 
and any half measures might make the position considerably worse. 


Such was the position at the end of the year. The remainder of the 
story must be told in the next annual report. The tip is still burning, 
and has caused considerable anxiety and suffering in 1961. 
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955 


I am indebted to the County Medical Officer for the following report :- 


Samples taken in the Gelligaer Urban Area by the County Sampling Officers 
during the year ended 31st. December, 1960 :- 


Almonds ( ground) - Meat Paste - 
Aspirin - Meat products - canned - 

. Baking Powdir - Milk - 3 
Ricarbtonate of Soda Mustard 


Butter 

Cake Mixture 
Coffee and Chicory 
Condensed Milk 
Cream 
Desiccated Coconut 
Dessert Powder 
Evaporated Milk 
Fish = canned 
Fish Paste 
Flour 

Fruit - canned 
Fruit - dried 
Fruit juice 
Glace cherries 
Gravy Browning 
Herbs 

Ice Cream 

Icing Sugar 

Jan 

Lard 

Margarine 
Marmalade 
Marzipan 


MPRRPWNUO PNP NF ABVU DUNN MOS MO MBH UIPD PP 


Orange & Lemon Curd 
Peel - mixed 
Pepper 

Salt 

Sauces 

Soda Water 

Soft drinks 

Soup - canned 
Stuffing 

Suet 

Sugar 

Sweets 

Syrup 

Table jelly 

Tea 

Vegetables = canned 
Vegetables - dried 
Vinegar 

Vitamin Tablets 
Camphorated oil 
Meat pies 

Sandwich spread 
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MORTUARY 


The Council has continued to maintain a Mortuary. During the year it 
was used on fourteen occasions. This service to the community, 

although not extensively used, ia invaluable at times of fatal accidents, 
or when the deceased person has no home in the locality 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT , 1948 


No action was taken under Section 47 of the Act during the year. 

A number of aged persons were visited during the year. 

As previously reported, the older folk who are ambulant are able 

to obtain and use the necessities of life, and enjoy companionship. 
Many, whose physical frailties confine them to the home, are 
deprived of adequate diet and companionship. 


There is need for a " Meals on Wheels" Service in the Area, which 
could supply the lonely aged with a meal twice or three times a week. 
This is not an easy service to create, and would be difficult to 
sustain, but all interested bodies - statutory and voluntary - 

could examine the problem together, and I believe that a " Meals 

on Wheels" Service would emerge. 
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FRESH SICKNESS CLAIMS MADE UPON THE MINISTRY OF NATICNAL INSURANCE 


1960 
JANUARY TO APRIL TO MOLT MUO) OCTOBER TO 
BARGOED | MARCH JUNE _SEPTEMBER | DECEMBER 
| | 
| | | 
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The Chart for 1959 is included on the next page for comparison 
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FRESH SICKNESS CLAIMS MADE UPON THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL INSURANCE 1959 
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SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


FOR THE YEAR @eeoeennveeeed 1960 


I wish to present my Report on the day-to-day routine work of the 
Department for the year 1960. 


Much of the Department's time has again, of necessity, been taken up by 
housing problems throughout the Urban District. It is becoming increasingly 
difficult to try to keep sub-standard dwelling houses = houses which are really 
worn out, and of which some hundreds exist in the Area - up to the degree of 
fitness demanded so as to maintain health and present day comfort standards. 
Landlords of such properties are reluctant to spend their money on properties of 
this class and, despite Ministerial exhortation and financial inducements 
offered under the provision of Discretionary and Standard Grant Schemes for 
the installation of bathrooms, hot water systems, etc., which are considered 
essential in this modern age, it is mainly the owner / occupier who has 
taken the greater advantage of these Grant facilities. 


Of late years, there has been a marked and definite improvement, both in 
the external appearances, and the internal amenities provided in a great number 
of dwelling houses. Large numbers of houses, particularly of the older type, 
lack modern amenities and fitments, some even such a common place and essential 
fitment as a kitchen sink, In this respect, it is worth recording that of the 
507 houses inspected by the Department as routine house-to-house inspections 
during the year, the following conditions were reveale! - 


No. of houses inspected BS Routine evecesvdceverccccecaccsesonvecseses 507 
geet NOUuses without & fixed bAtH seccevceedscccatsernecesesecnsesecss 410 
No. of houses without hot water installed (either by a back 

boiler, or Gas or Electric Heater) CCOCHOC OH CEHHO COLO CHE OL EO OER OED 362 
No. of houses with no flushing cisterm to sanitary convenienCceesececeee 139 
No.of houses with no kitchen sink for drainage of waste water esessecee 163 


The Clerk's Department has supplied me with the following information, for 
which I am grateful. 


No. of Discretionary Improvement Grants granted by the Council 
during the year with all specified work finished sececcccveccee 48 


No. of Standard Grants allowed with all work finished as per 
specification COHCHOHHHEH ETOH EE EHO HOLE HEE HHO EEO HEH ECHO HEOEESEREO®D 9 
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Some pockets of bad housing conditions, which had proved troublesome to all 
concerned with this problem were, however, successfully dealt with during the 
year, notably the whole of Rock Houses and Bute Terrace at Pontlottyn, some of 
the dwellings at Pantywaun, and several basement dwellings in various parts of 
the District,and the Council has expressed its determination to persue the 
problem of unfit and sub-standard houses within its boundaries as a major 
contribution to the health and well being of the Area generally. In this 
connection it is regrettable that through circumstances beyond the Council's 
control the ambitious Slum Clearance schemes planned for Pontlottyn have been 
so long delayed before coming to fruition. 


Towards the end of the Year, trouble was being experienced with a fire 
at an old Colliery Spoil Tip at Bedlinog, to which Dr. Bowen Owen, the Medical 
Officer of Health, has already referred. 


VISITS AND INSPECTIONS MADE 


As a result Oils complaints received CHEE TC COOH COHOC EE OCOO HOHE HEHEHE OEE 947 
Pmeenneecsion) with HOUSING TEPAITS seicuccdescrccveveeseegeccvesceces 631 


VISITS MADE UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS 


Asa result of notifiable Disease sesvaseccscccsccscscressescsscecssoes 12 
To Schools PCOS HSCHOHEEOHO SHOE TH OOOH EEE HCHO HHECOOE OH OLOT ORO OT EEE COOEE® 19 
To Pigeeries and Smallholdings CREO OOOH LCE EOHT OC HOEHSECHOHHOHEEO HELE LEC EE Oe 24 
To premises without Main Water Supply COCEHCOHL OCC EHH T HOE HOOT OOH ELOD® 43 
To Moveable Dwellings ( tents, Vans, Sheds) cecveccsvccrcscecseccccces 27 
To Cinemas and places Of ENTEFrtainMENnt eesevveceieiseescecssonccanceseve 19 
To Licensed Houses and Clubs COOH HHCER OH HOOCHOOHEL OS OO ROTEL OE HOS OS EOOO®e 84 
To premises conducting Catena vier UAC Celeste’ ¢'elelelcle's s'sleie a's sels s'e'e'ee a’ 14 
To Refuse tips and ashtips POOCECCETC EHO OH EHO H OOOOH HE OOOOT OE OED OLE OLE OOS 71 
To rear lanes COCO CHOHHHHHOCAOHEHL HHO CEHHEOHH HEHE OLEH OOCHOER ETHOS ECHESOCHOOLOHS 185 
ee a einai la silo cleisalojscie Sk ss s)s/svicebslececsecvecncscecsssscecce 26 
To dirty and verminous premises CHOOT EERO HOHE EO HOHOOCEC EE OOCHSEOHHO OE EEOC LOE yal 


INSPECTIONS UNDER THE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955 
AND FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 


To Dairy Etec Cats lelielc}e/aleleie see's elersieGveleicia.clalelye eee elas @elceeeesecse news 48 
To Factories and Bakehouses seatchiceewheebneescbeceveseeceanevessvcey LAL 
To Grocery Establishments PROHRHSCCEHORE HE TCE ECO HOHE ECHL OHO LOH EC EHEC OHORECE 193 
ei MNOS eiaas acacia st aeseeeakatver shee sbbereeceenesvascsee L1G 
To Cafes and Restaurants COCHCSHHO TEES OH OCC EEO EE HEHHOOOHOTHES OHO ESOC OE OEE 85 
To Industrial and School Canteens COSCCECC ROCCE HO HOMO LEC HOO LECH OE OCLC EEOe HOT 
To Ice Creameries CROOK HRE SHH HEE H EHO EEE HOC ECHEH OL OHEO OE EO OL HO EO OTERO Syl 
To Licensed Houses COSHH COOH TELE HEH OH HTOHOL HES EHOC OO OEE OOEE HL OTEOCOOOD 84 
To Fish Friers and Fish Restaurants CORO KCEORE OHH EEE EETHO OCOD OEE SEC OERO® Te 
To Slaughterhouses Gewese clevaViewelee vise teveb ee enecteceniveeseovesreoece Nil 


To Markets SCHCHOHSHOHSHEEOEHE HEHEHE H SE HHE OSCE HEH O SHOOT OHH ORO OTOH EE OHEOEOEEe 26 
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VISITS AND INSPECTIONS UNDER THE HOUSING ACTS 


Nowtot Visits MAdS SFewvlieveesounoucevssccdenemocecoderebeescnensene BAI 


In company with the Council's Housing Manager, visits and inspections of 
Council dwelling houses were made as and when required. These joint visits 
were made usually as a result of :- 


a) - Dirty and verminous premises, or premises infested with insect pests 
such as ants or cockroaches. 


b) - Dirty or verminous dwelling houses or tenants, and abuse and misuse of 
dwellings which they occupy. 


oy) - Inspection of premises occupied by prospective Council tenants with,where 
necessary, disinfestation of premises and furniture. 


HOUSING REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT 1954 
AND RENT ACT, 1957 


I am indebted to Mr, D. W. C. Morgan, Clerk to the Council, for furnishing 
me with the following information °- 


No. of applications for Certificates of Disrepair seceseceeceevevee 15 
iio -cetiticates of Disrepair SPanted svvcesrechesessvceddecese 13 
No. of Certificates of Disrepair TSSUCd saecccccenscccscspevevosacy i 
No. of Undertaking accepted by the Council from Owners seccccseacs ( 
No. of visits made by Public fealth Inspectors in connection 

with Certificates of Disrepair COCCT ECHOES ECHR OHO LEECH ERO COO OS 43 
No. of applications for revogation of Certificates eecscsssecsseeee FY 
[GpomCeTiat Teates revoked brother Council t0.esicctesceeedonrartes 6 5 
No. of Yertificates of Disrepair refused by the Council soececcecee nil 


HOUSING ACTS 1936 and 1937, and 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1953 


No. of Demolition Orders made respecting individually unfit houses eeee 
No. of Closing Orders made :- 
a) = involving whole of PremiSeS ccccerccvccvvscccccveeseeseces 
b) - involving part of premises CCC COE O ECC CHOC OLE RRO ECCEC OO REO ORE 
No. of families displaced COC CEH HERE HLEOHOHHHCHOSTEHHLOHOHECCOHLO ROT EOF EEE OOD 
No. of families rehoused by other bodies Cocos eeeeeereoeseroeeceerere 
ieonecietcomildes Trehoused by the Council sccwcccesecscevssesarocccvcaee 


PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1936 ( section 92) 


No. of defective houses made fit by Informal action ecesccscccseccvseses 192 
No. of defective houses made fit by Formal action secsescscccccccssveseen 55 
No. of cases in which Police Court Proceedings were taken cececcecvcccs 7 
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WATHR SUPPLY 


A piped domestic water supply is available to the great majority of dwelling 
houses within the Urban Area. Because of their remote and isolated positions, 
however, a few dwellings and farmhouses, usually those situated at high 
altitudes, have to rely on a domestic water supply from other sources. In no 
cases are there dwellings which have to rely on either deep or shallow wells. 


In each instance where it is not practicable to provide a piped water supply 
from a reliable source, every effort is made to safeguard, and, if possible 
improve the existing supply. 


Nemwot Houses provided with a Main Water Supply in 1960 sccuvessscecsse 2 
No. of houses where water service pipes were renewed erececececsevesves LD 


During the year two samples of water were submitted for analysis. Both 
proved to be satisfactory bacteriologically. 


MILK AND DAIRIES ACTS AND REGULATIONS 1 - 1 


Milk is produced at 46 farms in the Area, the bulk of which is collected at, 
or near, the farm gate daily, and pasteurised at large Pasteurising Plants 
situated outside the District. 


There are 21 Licensed Milk Retailers retailing various grades of milk, only 
four of whom bottle and retail their own Tuberculin Tested grade of milk, which 
is sold as farm Bottled. Since 1954 when the Milk ( Special Designation) 
(Specified Areas) Order came into operation, only Tuberculin Tested milk, 

or milk that has been heat treated in compliance with these Regulations is 
allowed to be sold in the Area. 


All the Schools in the Area are supplied with milk that has been previously 
heat-treated. From January 1lst., 1961 the Licensing Authority for the 
retailing of milk of all grades will become vested in the Food and Drugs 
Authority which, in the case of Gelligaer, is the Glamorgan County Council. 
Licences will also, from this date, be granted for a period of five years, 
instead of annually as previously. Regular and systematic sampling of milk 
took place during the Year, and 112 samples were submitted for Laboratory 
examination, the results being as follows 3- 


Grade of Milk submitted 


Tuberculin Tested 
Pasteurised 
Tuberculin Tested / Pasteurised _ 


{ 
TOTALS peel ee ree 


In addition, 35 samples were examined for the presence of Tubercle Bacilli. 
All were free from this infection 
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Cases of abuse and misuse of milk bottles are still almost daily to be seen 
wherever meals are taken by persons employed in jobs the nature of which 
prevents then taking their mid-day meals at home and, oftentimes, I regret 
to say even by some households. Such persons cannot but be aware that milk 
bottles are meant to contain an important food which is consumed mainly by 
those least able to look after themselves, namely the very old and the very 
young, and for that reason eztra care in cleaningis required. Looked at purely 
from the angle of food hygiene, it is a matter for speculation if, of the 
large sums of money expended by the Milk Marketing Board in advertising , a 
portion could not be devoted to conducting a campaign for the return of milk 
bottles from customers in a manner more befitting to their future use as 
containers of an important food. 


ICH CREAM 
HEAT TREATMENTS REGULATIONS 1 - 1952 


Eleven premises are registered in the Area for the manufacture of ice cream, 
under the provisions of section 16 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955, and &21 
premises are registered for the sale or storage for the purpose of the salio~eht 
ice cream. The manufacture and sale of this product today is 'pig busines 
and has been almost entirely monopolised by large firms with houséhold names, 
and among whom there is very keen competition. Pre-packing of this commodity 
in its very many forms is almost a general practice. 


Samplers of ice cream as sold to the public were taken regularly, more particularly 
during the summer months when sale of this food reaches its peak. Owing to a 
‘number of unsatisfactory samples, it was necessary on several occasions to take 

a series of samples of the various ingredients used during the actual process 

of manufacture until ultimately satisfactory results were obtained. 


Details of ice cream samples , with results, during 1960 were as follows 3- 


No. of samples submitted - AQ 
No. with a satisfactory result - 36 
No. with an unsatisfactory result- 13 


FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955 - Food Hygiene Regulations 


Registered Food Premises 


Twenty Five premises are registered under Section 16 of the Food and Drugs Act, 
1955 for the manufacture of potted, pressed, pickled or preserved foods. Foods 
manufactured are mainly meat pasties and pies, sausages, faggots. 

The improvement in shop premises, and more particularly 
that of food premises and cafes generally, mentioned in previous Annual Reports, 
is still in evidence, and is undoubtedly to the mutual benefit of both the 
shopkeeper and the customer. With modern methods of displaying and preserving 
perishable foodstuffs - such as is provided by deep freeze refrigeration - the 
butcher or grocer shows his products to their greatest advantage and in their 
most attractive form. Up to date and modern aids to cleanliness have also | 
been greatly assisted by the enormous advance in the field of detergents which, 
today, are almost universally used, both in the home and in business. 
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Cases of carelessness among food handlers, however, still occur, and among 
samples of these brought to the attention of the Department during the year 
under review were i= 


a) - Milk bottles stained with oil or some similar substance. 
b) - Meat pies affected with mould. 


Principal food premises in the Gelligaer Urban Area are ?- 


Butchers Shops - 38 
Bakehouses - a 
Ice Cream Manufacturers - ase 
Ice Cream Vendors - ez a 
Grocery & Provision Shops = ale 
Cafes & Restaurants - 23 
Fried Fish and Chip Shops - 1i/ 


There are also a large number of !Parlour' type shops, selling articles of a 
general character, including various kinds of foodstuffs. 


SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES 


Articles of food which are found to be unfit for human consumption are disposed 
of by incineration, or by collection by the Council and subsequent burial on 
one of the Council's Refuse Tips. Food found wfit during the year included 
the following :- 


Fresh Meat - 231 lbs. Ham 3; 108 lbs. Beef, 

Canned Meats - 478 lbs. Corned Beef 3; 117 lbs. Tongue 3841bs.Jellied Veal; 
504 lbs. Ham 3; 50 lbs. Steak 3 52 lbs. Luncheon Meat. 

Canned Fruit and - 784 lbs. Tomatoes 3; 13 lbse Plums 3; 32l1bs.Grapefruit; 

Vegetables 162 lbs. Pineapple 3; 133 lbs. Apricots 3 199 lbs.Peaches; 


44 lbs. Oranges ; 51 lbs. Currants ; 179 lbs. Pears ; 
5A lbs. Beans 3; 21 lbs. Carrots ; 88 lbs. Peas. 


Aswlbse calmon $2 35 ibs. Pilehards + 10 lbs. Haddocks 
18 lbs. Hake. 


Fresh and Canned Fish 


Miscellaneous - 164 lbs. Milk 3; 9 lbs. Cream 3; 34 lbs.evarious Soups 3 
47 lbs. Sponge Mixture 3; 9 lbs. Cheese ; 
12 Mose Butters 10 ibs, Rices 

Total weight of food found unfit for human consumption was é- 
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SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT 1933 - 1958 


There is no registered Slaughterhouse in the Area. The bulk of fresh meat 
is obtained from the slaughterhouses at Maesycwmmer , Tredegar, Brynmawr 
and Cardiff. Ten persons are licensed by the Council as slaughtermen. 


18 cottagers'! pigs were slaughtered during the year, and the carcase in each 
case examined as to fitness for human consumption by the Council's Public 
Health Inspectcrs. 


LICENSED HOUSES AND CLUBS 


44 Pablic Houses and 19 Licensed Clubs operate in the Area. These were visited 
periodically, both during the hours of business and when closed to the general 
public. During these visits of inspection any infringements of the Regulations 
which were observed were immediately reported to the Secretary of the Brewery 
Company concerned or, in the case of Club Premises, to the Management Committee. 
Chief infringements discovered were in connection with 3- 


a ) = the cleaning of irternal walls of cellars ; 

- Requiring the repair or renewal of flushing cisterns to sanitary conveniences. 
= requiring the proper artificial lighting of sanitary conveniences. 
ie he proper provision of hot water for washing glasses and utensils. 


sy 


aad 


Of late years, since the introduction of women into Club premises, there has been 
a notable improvement in the standard of these licensed premises, and general 
amenities have been greatly improved. 


SCHOOL CANTEENS 


Periodical visits were made during the Year to all School Canteens in the Area. 
vor the 34 Schools there are 2% School Kitchens with dining rooms adjacent to 
them. In those instances where there is no kitchen attached to schools, hot meals 
are conveyed to them in stainless steel insulated containers from a central 
kitchen. The School Meals Service, instituted during the time of the last war, 
has now, like most worthwhile services become generally accepted -s part of 

school life. Tribute must be paid to the staffs employed in the School Canteens 
for the excellent service given, oftentimes under adverse conditionse In all 

but seven schools, rooms formerly used as classrooms are used as kitchens, 

often resulting in cramped and overcrowded conditions with inadequate ventilation. 
At one school kitchen with a total floor area of 14 ft. by 13 fte, and employing 
three persons catering for an average of 150 meals daily, overcrowding is such 
that some of the kitchen equipment has to be stored in an adjoining classroom, 
There are 97 persons servins an averavre of 4,140 meals daily.in the Urban 

Afeats Schoolg e 

Once again, however, we must pay tribute to all the kitchen staffs concerned, both 
for the appetising meals produced, and the hygienic manner in which the canteens 
are kept. 
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COMMON LODGING HOUSES 


Since July, 1959, when the only Common Lodging House which existed in this Area 
was closed down, there has been no establishment of this nature in the Urban 
District. 


OFFENSIVE TRADES 


Two premises conducting offensive trades exist, one at Ystrad Mynach and one at 
Bargoed. At both premises, only old metals and textile materials are collected 
and stored, thus the possibility of nuisance being caused is considerably 
Minimised. Regular visits were made during the year to both businesses. 


PET ANIMALS ACT 1951 


Three premises were registered for the keeping and sale of pet animals. 
All three were visited rerularly. durin,’ the year. = 2: 
No complaint re;ardine the keeping of pets. was dealt with during the 
year from any of these businesses. 


PACTORIBS ACT 1937 = 59 


§3 Factories of various kinds operate in the Area. These include some engaged 
in light and heavy engineering, joinery, building and woodwork. 


No. to which Sections 2,3,4,5,6,7,of the Factories Act apply - 74 
Noe to which Section 7 only applies - 9 
No. of inspections made during the year - lel 


During the year, 7 notices were served upon the persons responsible, drawing 
attention to infringements of the Regulations as follows :- 


a) - requiring the cleaning of walls and windows, and the 
' proper redecoration Of WAll1S sececcccscctscccvccservcccscsseceseneesne 2 
b) - provision of adequate lighting to sanitary conveniences eecevecceccees 2 


c) = requiring the provision of notices requesting Food Handlers 
to wash their hands after using the sanitary conveniences ceccccccccee 2 


The requirements of all these notices were complied with within the stipulated 
time limit allowed. 


51 persons were employed as Outworkers as defined by Section 111 of the Factories 
Act, 1957. The work involved is of a light nature, consisting mainly of 
trimming and dressing rubber moulded articles. 
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CARAVAN SITES AND CONTROL OF 


DEVELOM{ENT ACT 1960 


In August 1960 the Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act came into 
operation. This makes an attempt to clarify some of the problems which 
previously existed in connection with caravans, the popularity of which has 
increased enormously in recent years. The Council has, after due consideration, 
granted licences for four sites in the Area; the largest site will contain 
15 caravans, all of which will be used as permanent dwellings. All licence 
holders will be expected to comply with the requirements ofthe model bye-laws 
issued by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government which, among other conditions, 
require the provision of Fire Fighting Appliances to be readily available, The 
wisdom of this requirement was forcibly brought home by a fire which recently 
completely gutted one caravan, fortunately without loss of life, but with 
quite sunstantial personal loss to the occupants. Bearing this is mind, it is 
not out of place to remember the added fire risk that exists, and to repeat previous 
warnings that have been given for the need of special care to be exereised in 
connection with dwellines of this nature. 


RODENT AND PEST CONTROL 


Work in connection with the eradication of insect pests, and the destruction of 
rodents generally actrtinued throughout the year. The table set out below gives a 
summary of some of the work done, together with the number of visits made 

to various premises. 


Inspected Treated Visits made_ 
Dwellings HOUSES eecccssesvaccescue 689 Oe) 1, 343 
Business premises CHRO C CCC CECE HO CEeES 45 aus! 129 
Refuse tips ee ee ee ee 8 27 64 
EEVeRS AAC DLOOKS sescetvccsvesiecne 15 13 52 
Collieries eceoveeerceovereeosereerese 5 = 5) 
Farms and agricultural holdings o.. 125 - 25 


The bi-annual treatment of sewers throughout the Urban rea took place in May 
and November with the full co-operation of the Ministry of Agriculture,Fisheries 
and Food. Results obtained compare favourably with those of past years. 


Disinfestation of six dwelling houses for the presence of vermin was required in 
the year, ‘This service is undertaken by the Department in the case of privately 
owned, and Council owned, houses. In the former instance the Council has decided 
to impose a small charge to cover expenses incurred. Household insect pests 
dealt with by the Department included ants, bedbugs, and cockroaches, wood 
boring beetles, and silver fish. 


Frequent complaints of the presence of rats were received from neighbourhoods 

near illicit and unauthorised dumping places. This practice still takes place, 
usually under cover of darkness, and despite the fact that the Council has,through 
the medium of the Press and other methods, stated that stern measures will be 

- M-rad against offenders when they are discovered. In one instance the presence 
of rats was reported from a dwelling house adjoining a small stream which is 
frequently used for unauthorised dumping of refuse. Upon making an internal 
inspection of the premises a strong smell of gas was detected and on closer 
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inspection it was discovered that rats had gnawed through a half inch gas pipe running 
between the floor joists of the room. The Gas Board were immediately contacted 

who inserted a new length of pipe to replace the damaged portion, after which the 
rodent infestation was successfully dealt with. Instances such as this give some 
indication of the damage, and indeed the danger to life, which may be caused 

by rats in domestic premises, and it is advisable for all householders to report 

the presence or suspected presence of rats immediately to the Public Health 

Department so that they can be effectively dealt with. 


PUBLIC SANITARY CONVENTENCEHS 


In the early months of the year, a joint inspection of the 18 Public ey 
Conveniences in the Area was conducted by the Public Health and Surveyor's 
Departments, and a report on the conditions of each was presented for the 
consideration of the Council. As a result, it was decided :~ 


a) = that the Council agree in priciple to a progressive scheme of renovation and 
renewal of existing facilities ; 

b) ~ to the preparation of a programme for the provision of additional facblities 
where required, including at omnibus interchange pointse 


Of late, three Public Conveniences catering for both sexes have been erected 
in different parts of the area, the most recent being that at Pontlottyn Square, 
constructed to blend in with the proposed Slum Clearance Schemes. It is a matter 
of regret to have to report that extensive damage was caused to the internal 
fittings of this convenience within a few months of opening to the public. Much 
publicity of vandalisms and abuse of public premises of this nature has been given 
and it is extremely difficult to understand the mentality of people who cause 
damage to premises of which they are part owners, and which are erected and maintained 
in the interests of Public Health, and for the convenience of all members of the 
Public. From its very nature the perpetrators must, on some occasions, be 
observed when this damage is being caused, and it is up to all citizens 

to be public- «4rited enough to Bee the occurrence to the authorities 
so that public property nay be protected. 


Yours faithfully, 


T. P. THOMAS 


Senior Public 4ealth Inspector 
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